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Reaching
for the
heights
We have
never been
busier
growing
UB Law.

hey say that hope springs eternal. That is our
feeling at UB Law. We have never been busier
growing UB Law and reaching for the heights
that should make every alumnus/a proud of
T their alma mater. In academics, faculty, admissions, placement, external relations, development,
alumni affairs, and every critical sphere of the Law School,
we are on the march. As I have repeatedly said, our goal is
to become a great law school. We are already strong, and
now we must press ahead to become great.
We have just hired two outstanding scholars. Professor
Kim Diana Connolly (JD, Georgetown; LLM, George
Washington) will be joining our faculty as the Director of
Clinical Legal Education. Professor Connolly, who comes
from the University of South Carolina, brings with her a
prolific academic record and the highest achievements in
clinical legal education. She is the president of the Clinical
Legal Education Association, the national body for law
school clinicians. There is no doubt that she will take our
clinics to places they have never been before. Professor
Connolly will join us this summer.
Professor Jessica Owley Lippmann (JD, Berkeley; PhD,
Berkeley) is an exceptionally talented young scholar who
joins us this summer from Pace Law School. Already an
emerging influential voice in environmental law, Professor
Lippmann brings vitality and cutting-edge scholarship to
this critical field.
These new hires, and others in the pipeline, signify a
school on the rise, even during the most challenging economy since the Great Depression. It is testament to the commitment of UB to grow the Law School as one of its prized
academic units. Star faculty are the epicenter of a great law
school. Professors Connolly and Lippmann fully fit this description and point to our quest for greatness.
We expect a good pool of applicants this year in keeping
with our quest to raise the academic profile of the student
body. This is the cornerstone of the alumni cohort of the
future. That is why we are investing significantly in getting
the best entering class possible.
In May, just before Commencement, we will host a retirement partyto pay tribute to our 11 emeriti faculty — Professors Lee Albert, James Atleson, Barry Boyer, David Filvaroff,
Ellen Gibson, Thomas Headrick, Kenneth Joyce, Janet Lindgren, Elizabeth Mensch, Wade Newhouse and Judy ScalesTrent. We will honor them for their great service to UB Law.
We hope that many of our alumni will join us for this im-

portant occasion.
Within O'Brian Hall, a frenetic pace is the order of the
day. We are planning a Comprehensive Legal Skills Program to ensure that we produce practice-ready attorneys.
Professor Charles Patrick Ewing, a SUNY Distinguished
Service Professor, is leading this effort. I cannot say enough
about how important this endeavor is to the future of our
Law School.
I am glad to report that we are making plans to renovate
the first floor of O'Brian to make it a more livable and welcoming space for our students and visitors. We will "tech
up" several classrooms on that floor to give us the capability to use the most advanced technology for pedagogy and
public presentations. This is long overdue and will be a
marked improvement for the Law School.
Finally, we will welcome as our Commencement
speaker this year Professor Randal I Kennedy, the Michael
R. Klein Professor of Law at Harvard Law School. A
Rhodes Scholar, Professor Kennedy is one of the most
notable legal minds and public intellectuals in America
today. His books and scholarship have earned wide
acclaim. His presence in Buffalo will be a fitting close to a
very successful year at UB Law.

